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Roots of American History

Part I: Multiple-Choice Questions

_____
missions in the borderland areas?

_____ 2

_____ 3 Which best describes life in the backcountry?

_____ 4 Which colony was founded as a place for Quakers to settle?

_____ 5

_____ 6
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B. to explore new lands

D. to build economic success

A.

C. to teach Catholicism to Native Americans

F. The colonists grew apart from the British.
G. There was growing acceptance of religious differences.
H.Enlightenment ideas became more popular.
I.

A. Landowners had large holdings and many enslaved workers.
B.
C. In the backcountry, farm families often worked the land together.
D. Backcountry farmers often clashed with Spanish colonists.

A.
B.
C.
D.

F.
G.

H.
I

1  Which of the following states the main goal of the Spanish in creating

to protect settlements

Backcountry people dominated government in their colonies.

F. New Hampshire
G. Maryland
H. Georgia
I. Pennsylvania

.

 The movement to end slavery grew.

Which of the following statements identifies an effect of the Great Awakening?

Jacques Cartier explored the St. Lawrence River for what country?
France
The Netherlands
Spain
England

hunting and gathering
farming and industry

growing cotton and tobacco

Which of the following were among the chief economic activities in New 
England as a result of available resources?

Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.

fishing and shipbuilding

14 • Skills Practice
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8%
Owners of 
1–4 slaves

50% 
Whites who owned no slaves

2%  Free African Americans  

32%
Enslaved African Americans

 8%

Source: Historical Statistics of the United States

Owners of 
   5 or more 
       slaves

Southern Society in 1860

Step 4 Read the ques-
tion, and test each
answer choice to see
whether it agrees with
any of your conclusions.
Then, test it again
against the information in
the diagram.

Step 1 Identify the topic
of the diagram by reading
the title. Then, look at the
diagram to get a general
idea of its purpose.

Step 5 Choose the best answer to the question. Write the number here.

Which of the statements below best expresses what
the diagram shows?

enslaved African Americans.

whites who owned no slaves.

African Americans.

Skills Practice 14: Analyzing Diagrams and Charts

Information can be presented as pictures, as numbers, 
or as text. When you translate the meaning of visual or
numerical information into words or you present textual
information as a graph, table, or diagram, you are trans-
ferring information from one medium to another. 

This skill will help you answer standardized test questions
like the one near the bottom of the page. Follow the num-
bered steps to apply the skill. Then, answer the question on
the line provided after the last step.

Step 3 Analyze the
meaning of the informa-
tion. Write down several
conclusions that can 
be drawn from this 
information.

Step 2 Identify the key
pieces of information.
Read labels and numbers
carefully.
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F. In 1860, most whites in the South owned slaves.
G. The largest group in southern society in 1860 was

H. The largest group in southern society in 1860 was

I In the South in 1860, there were fewer whites than.
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_____ 14

_____ 15

_____ 16 Which of the following was a negative effect of the Columbian Exchange?

_____

_____ 18 Western European nations sent explorers in search of a northwest passage 
to find

_____ 19 What was the purpose of the Mayflower Compact?

_____ 20 Which of the following is a reason that the Pilgrims were able to survive
early hardships in their settlement?
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F.
G.

H.
I.

A. .
B.
C.
D.

F. Europeans brought cows and hogs to the Americas.
G. Native Americans defeated European invaders.
H. Thousands of Native Americans died from European diseases.
I.  Europeans brought wheat and oats to the Americas.

A.
B.
C.
D.

F. a shorter route to Canada.
G. a land route across North America.
H.a direct route to North America.
I. a direct water route to Asia.

A. to establish laws that would be just and apply to all
B. to ensure that only Pilgrims governed
C. to establish a state religion
D. to persecute those with certain beliefs

F. They built sturdy wooden houses.
G. Native Americans helped them.
H. They farmed all year long.
I Other colonists sent them supplies.

17

.

What leader took charge of Jamestown and helped the struggling colony 
survive?

Nathaniel Bacon
George Calvert

John Smith
John Winthrop

What was an effect of King Philip’s War?
The English were free to colonize the Carolinas.
The French gained control of the Great Lakes.
The English gained control of New Amsterdam.
Native Americans in Massachusetts were weakened.

What contribution did Puritans make to colonial culture?
educating African Americans
promoting the Great Awakening
pushing for religious toleration
founding public schools
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Roots of American History

_____ 7  Feeling a close relationship to the natural world is central to the belief system of
which of the following people?

_____ 8

_____ 9

_____

_____

_____

_____ 13
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A. Native Americans
B. Europeans

C. Arabs
D. Chinese

F.
G.

H.
I.

A.
B.
C.
D.

F.
G.

I.

A. C.
D.

F.
G.

I.
H.

A.
B  
C
D.

10

11

B.

12

.

.

H.

the French
the English

the Dutch
the Spanish

What resulted from Spain’s increased wealth after conquering the Aztec and 
Inca empires?

England and France joined together to defeat Spain
Other Native American peoples surrendered to Spain
Spain used its wealth to conquer Italy

What individual was the chief architect of the colony of New France?
René Robert Cavelier, also known as La Salle
Samuel de Champlain
Louis Joliet
Jacques Marquette

How did the Dutch hope to succeed in North America?
farming
mining gold

manufacturing
the fur trade

How did the fur trade affect Native Americans in the long run?
It hurt them by weakening the food chain on which they depended.
They learned to tame fur-bearing animals and raise them on farms.
They abandoned farming in favor of trapping.
They grew richer than their trading partners.

What was James Oglethorpe’s goal in founding the colony of Georgia?
promoting religious freedom
making a home for debtors
creating a refuge for former slaves

Which group placed the first  European colony in what is now New York?

gaining profi t from the fur trade

Other nations began to seek their own colonies in the Americas
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Roots of American History

_____ 21 Why did the Puritans leave England for Massachusetts?

_____ 22 What was the historical significance of the Virginia House of Burgesses?

_____ 23 Which of the following was a challenge faced by the Jamestown colonists?

_____ 24 In which of the following ways did Europe’s rulers carry the tensions of the
Protestant Reformation from Europe to North America?

_____
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A. to buy cheap land
B. to build a society based on biblical teachings
C. to start new businesses
D. to practice the Roman Catholic religion

F. It established an official state religion.
G. It began a tradition of military rule in the English colonies.
H. It began a tradition of representative government in the English colonies.
I. It declared Virginia’s independence from Great Britain.

A. disputes with the Spanish over gold mines
B. the king’s refusal to grant a royal charter

D. rivalry with the Dutch over the fur trade

F. They forced settlers to convert to the new religion of their native country.
G. They encouraged settlers to protest their church doctrines.
H. They encouraged rivalries between settlers for goods and land.
I. They forced settlers to fight one another for the sake of religion.

C. disease spread by insects

25 Which region depended on the work of enslaved African Americans for its
 economy?
A. New England
B. the middle colonies
C. the southern colonies
D the Spanish borderlands.
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Roots of American History

Part II: Constructed-Response Question

. . . What then is the American, this new man? He is either a European, or
the descendant of a European, hence that strange mixture of blood, which
you will find in no other country. . . . Here individuals of all nations are
melted into a new race of men, whose labors and posterity will one day
cause great changes in the world. Americans are the western pilgrims, who
are carrying along with them that great mass of arts, sciences, vigor, and
industry which began long since in the east; . . . The American ought there-
fore to love this country much better than that wherein either he or his
forefathers were born. Here the rewards of his industry follow with equal
steps in the progress of his labor; his labor is founded on the basis of
nature, self-interest; can it want a stronger allurement? . . .  The American
is a new man, who acts upon new principles; he must therefore entertain
new ideas, and form new opinions. 

—Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecoeur (1735–1813)
Source: Michel Guillaume Jean de Crèvecoeur, “Letters From an American Farmer,” 
An Everyman’s Library. New York: J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., 1974.

DIRECTIONS:

nation? 
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Answer the question below. Use the excerpt from "Letters from an 
American  Farmer" to answer umbers 1, 2, and 3. N

1 What are three characteristics Crèvecoeur sees in the “new” American people?

2 Does this reading give mostly facts or mostly opinions? Explain your answer. 

3 How does this reading reflect the growth of nationalist feelings in the new American
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